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Abstract
Namibia is a water-poor Country because of low seasonal rainfalls, high 
evaporation rates and the absence of national perennial rivers.  Poor 
water security is a major hindrance for Namibia to realise industrial 
growth and development, socio-economic development, sustainable 
employment, improvement on food security, and poverty reduction.  
Poor water security in any country has been linked to investments’ 
flights, job losses and migration.  To assess the state of water security 
(for a basin, supply area or country) and the periodic review have been 
rather challenging due to absence of a developed scientific tools.  In this 
paper an attempt is made to quantitatively assess the state water of 
security in three supply regions, namely, the Central Area, North Central 
Area and Central Coastal Area.  These areas were selected based on the 
population size (~70%), contribution to GDP (~90%), level of industrialization, potential economic 
growth, implications of water supply disruptions, etc.  The results show that Namibia’s water security 
for the three Areas varies low to very low – ranking between 50 – 61%.  Thus, it is not surprising 
that Namibia is currently facing water supply risks.  Guided by the results from the respective Areas, 
the intervention options were identified, compared and contrasted.  The costs and the benefits to be 
derived from each option were evaluated and discussed.  
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